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History of MPOs
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) were first established in 1962 by Congress to perform 
transportation planning functions for urbanized areas. The DCHC MPO was founded in 1980. An 
MPO’s coverage is delineated by its Metropolitan Area Boundary (MAB) that includes surrounding 
areas that are expected to become urbanized within the next twenty years but are not yet within 
another MPO.

Early Transportation Planning for the Durham Area
The Durham Urbanized Area was first designated by the Census in 1970 and it consisted of only the 
City of Durham and a portion of Durham County. The first policy board or Transportation Advisory 
Committee (TAC) was created for the Durham Urbanized Area in the 1970s. Transportation plans 
were developed after designation, one in 1972 and one in 1980. The 1980 plan was the first plan to 
be mutually adopted by the City of Durham, the TAC, and the State. The 1980 Census expanded the 
Durham Urbanized Area to include the Towns of Chapel Hill and Carrboro and portions of Orange 
County and the name was changed to the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Urban Area MPO. In 2014, 
the MPO TAC changed it’s name to the MPO Board.

DCHC MPO Member Jurisdictions and Agencies
The MPO is comprised of member jurisdictions and agencies that are located in or operate in the 
Metropolitan Area Boundary. The MPO also has numerous local, regional, and state partners, which 
are discussed later.  Member jurisdictions and agencies are listed below. 

DCHC MPO Board
The MPO Board is comprised of elected officials from each member jurisdiction and serves as the 
policy board that is responsible for establishing policy, adopting plans, and making decisions on 
transportation-related planning activities, initiatives, and issues. MPO Board meetings are held on 
the second Wednesday of every month. 

DCHC MPO Technical Committee
The Technical Committee (TC) provides technical recommendations to the MPO Board.  The TC is 
comprised of staff members from member jurisdictions, agencies, and partners.  Members include 
staff from the units of local governments, Triangle Transit Authority, Research Triangle Park, Triangle 
J Council of Governments, Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority, North Carolina Central University, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Duke University, and Carolina Trailways. TC meetings 
are held on the fourth Wednesday of every month. 

Durham County

Orange County

Chatham County

Town of Hillsborough

City of Durham

Town of Chapel Hill

Town of Carrboro

Triangle Transit 

NCDOT
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DCHC MPO Board Members
(April 2016)

NAME AFFILIATION MEMBER / ALTERNATE

Pam Hemminger Town of Chapel Hill Member

Don Moffitt City of Durham Member

Barry Jacobs Orange County Member

Bernadette Pelissier GoTriangle Member

Ellen Reckhow Durham County Member

Brian J. Lowen Town of Hillsborough Member

Jim G. Crawford Chatham County Member

Jim W. Crawford NC Board of Transportation Member

Damon Seils Town of Carrboro Member

Steve Schewel City of Durham Member

John Sullivan Federal Highway Administration Non-Voting Member

Brenda Howerton Durham County Alternate

Jenn Weaver Town of Hillsborough Alternate

Renee Price Orange County Alternate

Lydia Lavelle Town of Carrboro Alternate

Ed Harrison Town of Chapel Hill Alternate

William V. “Bill” Bell City of Durham Alternate

Cheryl McQueary NC Board of Transportation Alternate
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DCHC MPO TC Members
(April 2016)

NAME AFFILIATION MEMBER / ALTERNATE

Ellen Beckmann City of Durham Transportation Member

David Bonk Chapel Hill Planning Member

Tina Moon Carrboro Planning Member

Bergen Watterson Carrboro Planning Member

Kumar Neppalli Chapel Hill Engineering Member

Brian Litchfield Chapel Hill Transit Member

Cara Coppola Chatham County Planning Member

Hannah Jacobson City of Durham Planning Member

Tasha Johnson City of Durham Public Works Member

Laura Woods Durham County Planning Member

Linda Thomas Wallace Durham County Planning Member

Scott Whiteman Durham County Planning Member

Pierre Osei-Owusu City of Durham/GoDurham Member

Alison Carpenter Duke University Member

Margaret Hauth Hillsborough Planning Member

Peter Murphy Orange Public Transportation Member

Max Bushell Orange County Planning Member

Tom Altieri Orange County Planning Member

Corey Liles Research Triangle Foundation Member

John Hodges-Copple Triangle J Council of Governments Member

Patrick McDonough GoTriangle Member

Michael Landguth Airport Authority Member

Starla Huggins/Colonel Randall NCCU Member

Richard Carter Greyhound Member



DCHC MPO TC Members
(April 2016)

NAME AFFILIATION MEMBER / ALTERNATE

Joey Hopkins NCDOT, Division 5 Member
Battle Whitley NCDOT, Division 5 Alternate
David Keilson NCDOT, Division 5 Alternate
Mike Mills NCDOT, Division 7 Member
Ed Lewis NCDOT, Division 7 Alternate
Patrick Wilson NCDOT, Division 7 Alternate
Brandon Jones NCDOT, Division 8 Member
Darius Sturdivant NCDOT, Division 8 Alternate
Julie Bollinger NCDOT TPB Member
Kelly Becker NCDOT Traffic Operations Member
Patricia McGuire Carrboro Planning Alternate
Kayla Seibel Chapel Hill Planning Alternate
Mila Vega Chapel Hill Transit Alternate
Hilary Pace Chatham County Planning Alternate
Lisa Miller Durham City/County Planning Alternate
Ed Venable Durham City/County Planning Alternate
Patrick Young Durham City/County Planning Alternate
Harmon Crutchfield City of Durham Transportation Alternate
Tom King Hillsborough Planning Alternate
Craig Benedict Orange County Planning Alternate
Lisa Jemison Research Triangle Foundation Alternate
Geoff Green GoTriangle Alternate
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DeLania L. Hardy, Association of MPOs
Craig Lyon, Anchorage Metro Area Transportation Solutions 



Purpose

•What is an MPO?
•MPO requirements
•Relationship of MPOs to the larger
picture of transportation planning

•Federal law



What is an MPO?

• A transportation policy-making and planning body

with representatives of local, state & federal 
government and transportation authorities

• Federal law requires in urbanized areas of 50,000 +
• 384 MPOs in the US
• Ensures federal spending on transportation occurs 

through a comprehensive, cooperative, and 

continuing (3-C) process

• Variety of organizational arrangements – “hosted”
by another agency; stand-alone; existing agency 
designated as MPO



Federal Finances for an MPO

•MPOs receive Federal funds
–Highway
–Transit

•20% match requirement to the 
Federal funds



MPO
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Who is the MPO?



Why an MPO?

•Transportation investment means allocating 
scarce transportation funding resources 
appropriately

•Planning needs to reflect the region’s shared 
vision for the future

•Requires a comprehensive examination of 
the region’s future and investment alternatives

•MPO facilitates collaboration of 
governments, interested parties, and residents



MPO Federally Required Functions

•Establish a setting – fair & impartial
•Evaluation of transportation 
alternatives

•Maintain a Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (MTP)

•Develop a Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP)

•Involve the public – residents and 
key affected subgroups



MPO Products

Time Horizon Contents Update 
Requirements

Unified Planning 
Work Program

1-2 years Planning Studies
Tasks Budget

Annual

Metropolitan 
Transportation 
Plan

20 years 
(minimum)

Future Goals
Strategies and 
Products

4 years for air 
quality 
nonattainment 
and maintenance 
areas;
5 years for air 
quality
attainment areas

Transportation 
Improvement 
Program

4 years Transportation 
Investment 
Projects

4 years 



Subjects for MPO Long Range Plans

MAP 21 required planning factors:

•Economic vitality

•Safety

•Security

•Accessibility and mobility

•Environmental areas, promote energy 
conservation, improve the quality of life

• Integration and connectivity

•Management & operations

•Preservation



“Typical” MPO Structure
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“Typical” MPO Structure

Planning Committee:

•An advisory body to the MPO Board for 
transportation issues, primarily technical in 
nature

•Oversees MPO technical work and develops 
recommendations on projects and programs 
for Board consideration

•Meets on regular schedule
•Usually comprised of staff-level officials of 
local, state & federal agencies



“Typical” MPO Structure

Citizen Advisory Committee

• Acts in an advisory capacity to MPO on public 
involvement strategies

• Meets regularly to review and develop plans and also 
assists in organizing and managing public meetings 
and comments

• Comprised of members of the public
– Often appointed by localities and MPO policy board
– May include representatives of community, environmental & 

other interested parties



Resources

•Transportation Planning Capacity Building 
Program – www.planning.dot.gov/metro.asp
– The Metropolitan Transportation Planning Process: 

Key Issues – A Briefing Notebook for MPO Board 
Members 

•Association of Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (AMPO) www.ampo.org



Resources

•Federal Highway Administration 
(www.fhwa.dot.gov)

•FHWA Resource Centers 
(www.fhwa.dot.gov/resoucecenter)

•Federal Transit Administration 
(www.fta.dot.gov)









THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK FOR PRINTING




















